Sunny.
High 47. Low 31. Page 2A

courierpostonline.com

South Jersey's Newspaper

Tuesday, March 1, 2011

75 cents

DRPA
has new
look on
Pa. side
Corbett could be
panel chairman
By EILEEN STILWELL
Courier-Post Staff

CAMDEN
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Sensei Andrew Faupel gives instructions during a karate class at Kenkojuku Karate of South Jersey in Collingswood.

Karate
journey
a test
of limits

By STEVE WOOD
Courier-Post Staff

Turning blue, then brown, then black is not
something to which people aspire.
But those who enter Kenkojuku Karate of
South Jersey are set on that sequence, a dream
attainable with the right training and moves.
A black belt in karate carries much power,
something 10-year-old Shannon McHugh is reminded of every time she steps onto the blue mat
of the Collingswood karate school — or dojo.
“We all hope to get to black belts,” says the
Oaklyn resident. “That’s why we all bow to black
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Shannon McHugh practices during a class
at Kenkojuku Karate of South Jersey.

WWI witnesses vanish;
indelible images linger
By ALLEN G. BREED
Associated Press

What was it like?
What was it like in the trenches? What
was it like in all those places whose
names have faded in the dusty recesses of
memory, places like Ypres and Gallipoli,
Verdun and the Marne? What was it like
to fight the war that was supposed to
make the world safe for democracy?
There’s no one left to ask.
The Great War has almost passed
from living memory. The veterans have
slipped away, one by one, their obituaries
marking the end of the line in country after country: Harry Patch, Britain’s last
survivor of the trenches; Lazare Ponticelli, the last of the French “poilu”; Erich
Kastner, the last of the Germans.
And now, Frank Buckles, dead at age
110, the last U.S. veteran. Missouri boy.
Sixteen years old, he lied about his age to
get into the Army and badgered his superiors until they sent him to the French
front with an ambulance unit, one of 4.7
million Yanks who answered the call to
go “Over There.”
All of them gone. None of them surviving to tell us about a brutish, bloody conflict that set new standards for horror.
No one to answer the question: What
was it like?
■■■
Hunkered in a network of fortifications gouged out of a low hill outside the
Belgian town of Werwick, the young sol-
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Woman of note

Editor’s Note: This is the first in a monthlong series of profiles of prominent
women throughout American history.
Born Jan. 11, 1885 in Mount Laurel,
Alice Paul dedicated her life to equal
rights for women. She led the first pickets to the White House gates in the
name of women’s suffrage. When women won
the right to vote in 1920,
Paul authored the Equal
Rights Amendment in 1923. She lobbied
from her nursing home in Moorestown,
until her death in 1977. Her legacy continues through the Alice Paul Institute,
a nonprofit housed at her birthplace,
Paulsdale, which serves as a women’s
history and girls leadership development center (www.alicepaul.org).
— The Alice Paul Institute

■ Women’s History Month events. Page 2B
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In a photo provided by his family, Frank
Buckles is shown in an August 1917 photo. Buckles, who died Sunday at 110,
was the last U.S. veteran of World War I.
Obituary, Page 3A
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dier and his comrades were shielded
from shrapnel as the artillery bombardment thundered throughout the evening
and into the night. But after four years of

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett on Monday named six new
members to the board of the Delaware River Port Authority, including himself.
He did not name a chairman,
though there is speculation he
will either appoint himself or
name William Sasso to the post.
Sasso is co-chairman of Corbett’s
transition team, a Republican
fundraiser and chairman of a
Philadelphia law firm.
The current DRPA chairman,
John Estey, has said he will leave
the board this year. Estey was appointed by former Pennsylvania
Gov. Ed Rendell, who previously
served as chairman himself.
Though DRPA is bistate with
eight board members each from
Pennsylvania and New Jersey,
the bylaws allow the states to appoint commissioners differently.
All serve without compensation.
Pennsylvania commissioners
serve at the will of the governor;
when the leadership changes, so
do the board members.
The New Jersey commissioners serve fixed, five-year terms.
Former Gov. Jon S. Corzine reappointed the New Jersey delegation before leaving office.
Gov. Chris Christie has complained that he is stuck with a
board he did not select and that he
won’t be able to make any changes
until his second term, should he
chose to run and get re-elected.
“The other side of the river offers a refreshing view of what
should happen when a new governor takes office,” said Assemblyman Dominic DiCicco, R-Gloucester.
“Those who were in charge of a
wasteful and scandalous agency
should step aside so that the new
governor can replace them with
commissioners who are more reflective of the new administration.”
Vice Chairman Jeffrey Nash, a
Camden County freeholder who
leads the New Jersey delegation,
has shown no interest in leaving
the board voluntarily.
Inaugurated last month, Corbett did not waste time swapping
teammates.
Unlike the New Jersey governor who appoints eight board
members, Corbett can replace only six. Two other Pennsylvanians
— state Treasurer Robert McCord
and state Auditor General Jack
Warner — are on the board by virtue of their elected offices.
According to tradition, the
Pennsylvania governor chooses
the chairman, a powerful post
that controls the board agenda;
while New Jersey’s chooses a vice
chairman. The New Jersey governor alone can veto board actions,
which Christie has done four
times since taking office.
Last week, Christie said he was
looking forward to meeting to
Corbett to discuss the $300-million-a year authority.
A change in leadership could

